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        Encounter the mystery

        
        Pukeiti's rhododendrons and other exotics create an explosion of colour amidst lush native rainforest.
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            Rhododendrons and exotic plants

            
                Pukeiti hosts one of the world’s biggest and most diverse collections of rhododendrons and other exotics, creating an explosion of colour among lush, native rainforest and mountain streams.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Pukeiti hosts one of the world’s biggest and most diverse collections of rhododendrons and other exotics, creating an explosion of colour among lush, native rainforest and mountain streams.
Pukeiti is a great place to be all year round, with Vireya rhododendrons and other rare and unusual plants a key feature. In July, the enormous flower trusses of the large-leaf rhododendrons start awakening, followed by camellias and magnolias. By October, hundreds of exotics start to flower with herbaceous plantings and bulbs, and in December, giant Himalayan lilies up to 3m tall fill the air with the scent of honey.
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            Kids Treehouse Trail

            
                The Kids Treehouse Trail is a free self-guided activity through the gardens using an activity satchel which can be collected from the Rainforest Centre (outside the Rainforest Eatery) any day of the week.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
The Kids Treehouse Trail is a free self-guided activity through the gardens using an activity satchel which can be collected from the Rainforest Centre (outside the Rainforest Eatery) any day of the week.
The activity cards guide you through the gardens to each treehouse, where you will find hidden facts and questions. Throughout the challenge, children are also encouraged to use all their senses to try to find signs of the different creatures that live there.
The Treehouse Trail takes approximately 40 minutes to complete. It is possible to take a pram on the trail, but please be aware that some activities do go slightly off the main track.
When you have finished using the activity satchel, we ask that you please return it to the café in the condition you found it so that others can enjoy it too.
Click here [PDF, 4.6 MB] for the map of the Treehouse Trail.

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Rainforest tracks

            
                [bookmark: Rainforest]For thousands of years, Pukeiti was unspoiled virgin rainforest. Most of the rimu were removed in a decade during logging in the 1920s. Afterwards, some areas remained forested while others were used for pasture or pine plantations.
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[bookmark: Rainforest]For thousands of years, Pukeiti was unspoiled virgin rainforest. Most of the rimu were removed in a decade during logging in the 1920s. Afterwards, some areas remained forested while others were used for pasture or pine plantations.
Now, more than 80 years later, the forest covers the land once more. Pukeiti's rainforest tracks (ranging from 0.7km to 1.9km) take you through the regenerating rainforest with remnant pockets of mature forest and some ancient rimu trees.
There are spectacular views of the Tasman Sea, and the Pouakai and Kaitake mountain ranges.
Be prepared for possible changes in weather conditions. There are three unbridged streams that can be impassable after heavy rain. Mobile phone coverage is not reliable in this area, so please be careful. NO DOGS PLEASE.
Tracks include:
• Patuha Track: 1.2km
• Te Iringa Track: 0.8km
• Kaitake Track: 1.9km
• Summit Track: 1km (further 400m to summit)
• Jubilee Track: 1.3km
• Saxton Track: 1.6km
• Rimu Track: 0.7km
Download brochure and map:
Pukeiti rainforest day walks [PDF, 2.6 MB]
Please be aware that there is machinery operating and tracks are being created and improved. Please stay out of closed areas.
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            Rainforest Eatery

            
                A vibrant eatery in the heart of Pukeiti with a focus on fresh and locally sourced ingredients and fantastic service.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
A vibrant eatery in the heart of Pukeiti with a focus on fresh and locally sourced ingredients and fantastic service.
Open from 9:30am to 4pm.
October to February - every day
March to May - Wednesday to Sunday
June to September - Friday, Saturday and Sunday
 

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            The Rainforest Centre

            
                The Rainforest Centre sits at the entrance to Pukeiti and features a multi-media interpretation area, function space and direct access to covered areas housing the largest public display of vireya rhododendrons in the world.
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The Rainforest Centre sits at the entrance to Pukeiti and features a multi-media interpretation area, function space and direct access to covered areas housing the largest public display of vireya rhododendrons in the world.
It also offers panoramic views of the rainforest garden and coast, and easy access to a tree-top lookout over Pukeiti’s famed waterwheel. 
This is one of the recent developments at Pukeiti, with lot's more exciting projects on the horizon.
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            Garden walks

            
                Pukeiti offers a range of garden walks from 35 minutes to two hours. This includes the Rhododendron Stroll (35 minutes), and the Valley of the Giants Walk (50 minutes).
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Pukeiti offers a range of garden walks from 35 minutes to two hours. This includes the Rhododendron Stroll (35 minutes), and the Valley of the Giants Walk (50 minutes).
It is possible for people with wheelchairs and pushchairs to enjoy the Rhododendron Stroll and The Valley of the Giants walk. No dogs please.

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Mobility vehicle service

            
                For those who are less able to walk around the garden, a mobility vehicle service is available between 1 October and 31 March at 11am on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
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For those who are less able to walk around the garden, a mobility vehicle service is available between 1 October and 31 March at 11am on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays.
If you would like to join this service, please meet at the visitor area near the café at these times. There is no charge.
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            Pīwakawaka Family Hut

            
                Stay the night above the trees in the Pīwakawaka Family Hut, with panoramic views above the native rainforest and down to the coast this is a truly unique experience.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Stay the night above the trees in the Pīwakawaka Family Hut, with panoramic views above the native rainforest and down to the coast this is a truly unique experience.
Our Family Hut sleeps 12 and offers an accesible mountain-hut style experience for families, taking approximately one hour to walk to. 
Bookings are essential. Learn more here. 

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Freedom Camping at Pukeiti

            
                Freedom camping (in certified self-contained vehicles only) is permitted in the Pukeiti carpark

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Freedom camping (in certified self-contained vehicles only) is permitted in the Pukeiti carpark
Vehicles must display a current self-containment warrant card on the front windscreen and have their self-containment certificate inside the vehicle so that it can be provided to an enforcement officer upon request.
The card and certificate demonstrate compliance with the requirements of the New Zealand Standard for Self-Containment of Motor Caravans and Caravans (NZS 5465:2001).
The road to Pukeiti is narrow and winding. In a large vehicle, it’s better to approach from New Plymouth, directly up Carrington Road, rather than from the coastal roads. Motorhomes and caravans are welcome to stay in the upper carpark (a large gravel area) for up to three nights. There are toilets and a coin-operated shower in the lower level of the Rainforest Centre ($2 for 5 mins).
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This is where you can park your motorhome at Pukeiti
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            The waterwheel

            
                Pukeiti's iconic waterwheel is much more than just a pretty picture - it still makes an honest living, providing much of the supply to our water tanks.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Pukeiti's iconic waterwheel is much more than just a pretty picture - it still makes an honest living, providing much of the supply to our water tanks.
The waterwheel was installed in 1957, based on a disused waterwheel found at the Ōkato Dairy Factory. The bearings were salvaged and a replica of the wheel was made from heart tōtara, using plans from a local library.
The waterwheel was used to generate electricity for the property until mains power arrived in 1961. It was rebuilt in the mid-1990s.
You can admire the waterwheel from an elevated lookout easily accessible from the Rainforest Centre.

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Plant Hunter's Station

            
                Use our Plant Hunter’s Station to find out about the plants at Pukeiti. Our database includes all of the garden plants, as well as many New Zealand rainforest plants which occur naturally at Pukeiti.
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Use our Plant Hunter’s Station to find out about the plants at Pukeiti. Our database includes all of the garden plants, as well as many New Zealand rainforest plants which occur naturally at Pukeiti.
Go to Pukeiti Hunter’s Station(external link)
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            The Rainforest School

            
                The Rainforest School is a study unit developed by the Taranaki Regional Council outlining the activities available for teachers and classes visiting Pukeiti.
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The Rainforest School is a study unit developed by the Taranaki Regional Council outlining the activities available for teachers and classes visiting Pukeiti.
The 15 activity options include walks, studies focusing on plants, birdlife and fish, a practical pot-a-plant session and a stream study.
Click here for more information

            

            
        

    
  







    
	   
	
  
    
        
            Pukeiti Fitness Trails

            
                Take your training up a notch with the Pukeiti Fitness Trails - Ngā ara hauroa tinana.
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Take your training up a notch with the Pukeiti Fitness Trails - Ngā ara hauroa tinana.
The trails consist of:
	14 exercise stations to challenge your strength, agility and endurance.
	A 950m running trail through the beautiful Pukeiti rainforest - a perfect combination with the exercise stations.

Find the Fitness Trails on the Petterson Walk, 270m from the Main Lawn
See garden map [PDF, 818 KB]
See Fitness Trails flyer [PDF, 1.2 MB]
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            Memberships and Environment

            
                Pukeiti strives to offer visitors the best possible experience while ensuring the natural environment is protected and improved. We work with a range of organisations to achieve these goals, drawing on their specialist expertise, experience, expert assessment processes, networking opportunities and more.

                
                    Read more...
                
            

            
                
Pukeiti strives to offer visitors the best possible experience while ensuring the natural environment is protected and improved. We work with a range of organisations to achieve these goals, drawing on their specialist expertise, experience, expert assessment processes, networking opportunities and more.
See a summary of our memberships and certifications [PDF, 328 KB].
See what we are doing to reduce our Environmental footprint. [PDF, 512 KB]

            

            
        

    
  







    


    

    
        
    
	   
	
  
    The History of Pukeiti

    
        
Pukeiti was founded by William Douglas Cook, who had a vision to create a vast natural garden of rhododendrons. With help from Russell Matthews, original owner and developer of Tūpare in New Plymouth, he found a bush block on Upper Carrington Road for sale in March 1950.
As Douglas walked through the 153.5-acre (65ha) block of bush, he was blown away by the filmy ferns and luscious landscape, as well as the views which included the surfbound coast, North Taranaki and Mt Ruapehu. He was also attracted to the clean and healthy looking rhododendrons which were still thriving despite being in an old and neglected garden. “One walk through is enough,” he said, and that night he located the owner and bought the property.
Cook donated the block to the Pukeiti Rhododendron Trust and work soon started on developing the property. The official opening took place on Thursday 1 November 1951, when the gates were opened to visitors who walked from the shack right through to the summit along the bush track and partly formed road.
The physical ‘gut-busting’ work that people endured in Pukeiti’s early days were tempered by a ‘bush’ camaraderie, topped up with gallons of tea. Everyone shared the understanding that each task that was completed was one step further towards the realisation of a collective dream.
Today, thanks to hard work through the decades, Cook’s vision is a reality. This work set a strong foundation for efforts that continued through decades, resulting in a unique property known all over the world as a unique temperate rainforest garden.
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                There is a wide range of Rhododendrons to see at Pukeiti
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                Family fun at Pukeiti
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                The Treehouse Trail at Pukeiti is fun for the whole family
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                Enjoy a range of walking tracks at Pukeiti
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                The new Rainforest Centre at Pukeiti
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                The Pukeiti Adventure Trail run is one of our annual events
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